
        
  

 

  

Field Trip Guide 
 

Provided by the facilities of the  
Mahoning Cultural Collaborative 
“Sharing the Treasures of the Mahoning Valley”  



 

This guide is provided as a 

service to the many teachers 

and other educators who visit 

the facilities of the Mahoning 

Cultural Collaborative. 
 

The Mahoning Cultural Collaborative is composed of local non-profit 

institutions that are field trip destinations for many area schools. It is a 

unique collaboration working together to meet the needs of educators, 

students, and local residents. Our goal is to increase public awareness of our 

local cultural institutions through programming and group promotion. 

This guide contains basic information about scheduling field trips at our 

facilities. Public information is included as a source for students 

investigating and/or researching on their own. 

Because some of our facilities are very close together, especially in the YSU 

area, schools are encouraged to schedule more than one destination per 

field trip to maximize the educational experience and make the best use of 

transportation funding. 

Information was correct at the time of publication. Program 

titles, hours, admission charges, and contact people may 

change with time. 

FIRST EDITION – FALL 2006 

SECOND EDITION – EARLY 2010 

THIRD EDITION – FALL 2019 
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Facility Guide Matrix 

The matrix below was created as an “at a glance” tool for comparing and contrasting the various MCC facilities. For questions regarding specific 

information about offerings, amenities, or admission, please view each facility’s website (if available) or contact the facility directly. 

 

Supplemental Information: 

 Mahoning Valley Historical Society: 
o There is a fee charged for visits to classroom 
o Admission charge can be waived under certain circumstances 
o Admission discounts are available with MVHS membership 
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Map Showing Approximate Locations of the Facilities of the 

Mahoning Cultural Collaborative (MCC) 

 

 

Please note that this map is not meant to serve as a directional guide.  Instead, this map is meant to 

demonstrate the close proximity of the MCC field trip facilities. 

 

Many field trip groups find it convenient to visit multiple facilities within the same trip. Not only are 

different facilities a quick bus ride apart, but many facilities are also within walking distance of one 

another.  

 

Depending on your educational goals and interests, two or more facilities could easily be visited on the 

same day with time for lunch in between.   

MCC Facilities 

 Butler Institute of American Art 

 Mahoning Valley Historical 

Society 

a. Tyler Mahoning Valley 

History Center & MVHS 

Archives Library 

b. Arms Family Museum of 

Local History & Business 

and Media Archives of 

the Mahoning Valley 

 Mill Creek MetroParks* 

 OH WOW! The Roger and Gloria 

Jones Children’s Center for 

Science and Technology 

 SMARTS (Students Motivated by 

the Arts) 

 Youngstown Historical Center of 

Industry Labor 

 Clarence R. Smith Mineral 

Museum 

 John J. McDonough Museum of 

Art 

 Rose Melnick Medical 

Museum** 

 Ward Beecher Planetarium 

*There are several different 

locations that serve as field trip 

destinations within the MetroParks. 

**The star on this map designates 

the location of the museum’s 

medical displays. 
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Public Programs: 

There is no charge for museum admission. Tuition art classes are offered for 

all ages (scholarships are available). Sweeney Children’s Gallery is open 

during museum hours and offers hands-on interactive work stations for 

children and their families.  

Some of the free monthly programs offered at the Butler include: 

Sunday Family Days: Family programs are scheduled the third Sunday of 

each month (Oct., Nov., Jan., Feb., Mar., & Apr.) from 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

Stroller Art: Gallery tour for parents/caregivers with infants to 24 months 

offered the first Thursday of each month, excluding December, at 10 a.m. 

Young Friends Adventure: Art and activity for parents/caregivers with 

children 2-6 offered the second Thursday of each month, excluding 

December, at 10 a.m. 

Butler Institute of American Art 

524 Wick Avenue 
Youngstown, OH 44502 
www.butlerart.com 
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sunday noon to 4 p.m. / Closed Mondays, major holidays 
 
Contact: Joyce Mistovich, Education Director 
  (330) 743-1711 Ext. 1101 
  joycemistovich@butlerart.com 
   
  Fred Schuster, Tour Director 
  (330) 743-1711 Ext. 1102 
  fredschuster@butlerart.com 
 
Field Trip Information: 
 
Earlier hours (before museum opening) available upon request through the 
museum tour director. 
 
The museum experience is designed to enhance the classroom curriculum. 
Trained museum teachers (docents) lead all programs, which are one hour 
in length. Tours with an activity require one hour and a half. Teachers can 
choose from a list of presentations or a program can be designed for 
curriculum needs. Reproductions, slide programs, Power Point programs, 
and teacher resource packets are available on loan. A sampling of field trip 
programs are listed below; for further questions please contact Joyce 
Mistovich or Heather Anderson (Ext. 1103). 
 

African American Artists in the Butler Collection American Labor 
American History as seen through the Butler Collection Color for Preschoolers 

Beyond Seeing: Using Art to Write Elements of Design 
Landscape Art in the Butler Intro. to a Museum 

Native American Paintings in the Butler Collection Light in Paintings 
Ohio Artists in the Butler Collection The West 
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Mahoning Valley Historical Society 

Two Locations: 
1. Arms Family Museum of Local History &                                                
Business and Media Archives of the Mahoning Valley 
648 Wick Avenue 
Youngstown, OH 44502 
2. Tyler Mahoning Valley History Center & MVHS Archives Library 
325 West Federal Street 
Youngstown, OH 44503 

 
www.mahoninghistory.org 
Hours: Tuesday-Sunday 12:00 to 4:00 p.m. / Closed Mondays, major 
holidays 
Admission: Adults: $7, Adults 60+ and college students: $6, under 18: $5 
 
Contact: Education Department 
  (330) 743 - 2589 
  Education@mahoninghistory.org 
 
Field Trip & Outreach Information: 
 
• $5.00 per student, chaperones free 
• Guided and self-guided tours available 
• Hands-on artifacts and activities 
• Family activities 
• Options to add artifact-based hands-on suitcase presentations to tour 
• Outreach programs to local schools – see website for full list 
• Learning Resource Kits available for rent 
• Field trips arranged to one or both MVHS sites if applicable 
• The Anne Kilcawley Christman Hands-on History room at the Arms 

Family Museum offers interactive workstations for students 
• The Tyler History Center features an Education Center with classrooms 

for additional guided programming 
• Summer programs available: Hands-On-History Open Houses 
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Mill Creek MetroParks 

Administrative Office 
7574 Columbiana-Canfield Road 
Canfield, OH 44406 
www.millcreekmetroparks.org 
 
 
Contact: Brenda Markley, Agricultural Education Manager 
  (330) 533-7572 
  Brenda@millcreekmetroparks.org 
 
 
Field Trip Information: 
 
Mill Creek MetroParks offers environmental education programming that 
encompasses the cultural, natural, agricultural and horticultural diversity of 
the Mahoning Valley. Mill Creek MetroParks field trip opportunities are 
located in facilities and preserves from Youngstown to Canfield and extend 
throughout Mahoning County. 
 

 For school program and interpretive tour information, scheduling and 
fees, please visit www.millcreekmetroparks.org/school-programs/. 
 

 To request a program, please submit online form and a member of the 
education team will be in touch to schedule your program 
- https://www.millcreekmetroparks.org/school-program-form/. 
Schedule four weeks or more in advance. 

 

 On-site Mill Creek MetroParks programs: 1.5 hours per program; 
Mahoning County students: Free; Non-Mahoning County students: 
$3/student. 

 

 Outreach (to your school) programs: 1 hour per program; Minimum: 15 
students; Mahoning County schools: $25/day; Non-Mahoning County 
schools: $90/day. 

     

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.millcreekmetroparks.org_school-2Dprograms_&d=DwMFAg&c=0W9Vy5nnhl9u_frqx4vrzKSNz08jjO3fIve6wVqRTVo&r=mwc65rmZ2pk9gY0HqE3MlqZviKsZc6MdDbREmTykH8I&m=HlzcMRvnDxOyaWhxU06o0pbAB7DH_6xnliM0ZZlRGo0&s=NqzAJ-qnAPsfQwU-pN_q8g8OnDn6RDJPMleyvg2DDbw&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.millcreekmetroparks.org_school-2Dprogram-2Dform_&d=DwMFAg&c=0W9Vy5nnhl9u_frqx4vrzKSNz08jjO3fIve6wVqRTVo&r=mwc65rmZ2pk9gY0HqE3MlqZviKsZc6MdDbREmTykH8I&m=HlzcMRvnDxOyaWhxU06o0pbAB7DH_6xnliM0ZZlRGo0&s=mwhjtfm2BTeHxB9kJfBaN9ke6i9KbFZunaD8_RBCp3k&e=
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OH WOW!                                                                                    
The Roger and Gloria Jones Children’s Center                                                     
for Science and Technology 

11 W. Federal Street 
Youngstown, Ohio 44503 
(330) 744-5914 
OHWOWKids.org 
Hours: Every day except Wednesday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Wednesdays 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
 
Contact: Education Department 
  education@ohwowkids.org 
  fieldtrips@ohwowkids.org 
 
About: 
 
Here at OH WOW! Science Center, our mission is to foster 
independent thinking and enrich the lives of all children by creating a 
welcoming environment where they can develop learning skills and 
knowledge through the exploration of HANDS-ON interactive exhibits 
and educational programs, which are rooted in science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics (STEM). 
 
 
Field Trip Information: 
 
Field trips are a great way to get your students excited about science 
while having fun at the same time! Our HANDS-ON exhibits are set to 
different Ohio and Pennsylvania Educational State Standards. Want 
more WOW!? Contact us for information about having a Guided 
Engineering Institute for your students! 
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SMARTS   Students Motivated by the Arts 

25 East Boardman Street, First Floor 
Youngstown, Ohio 44503 
www.smartsartschool.org 
Hours: Monday-Friday 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
 
Contact: Becky Keck, SMARTS President 
  (330) 574-2787  
  bkeck@smartsartschool.org 
 
About: 
 

SMARTS, Students Motivated by the Arts, is a community art school that provides 
classes in visual arts, music, dance, theater, and creative writing for our region's PK-
12 youth with a focus on underserved populations. SMARTS is located on the first 
floor of the historic Ohio One building in downtown Youngstown at 25 East 
Boardman Street.  Since 1997, SMARTS classes have been free and open to the 
public and all students are accepted through a simple application process on our 
web site at www.smartsartschool.org/student-registration.  SMARTS currently 
serves thousands of students weekly through our after school classes in our 
downtown Youngstown location and in school districts and youth programs 
throughout the community during the school day and after school. 

 
Field Trip Information: 
 

A field trip to SMARTS will inspire your students, give them exposure to new 

mediums or genres in the arts, and provide new hands-on learning arts 

experiences. Reservations must be made in advance. Please allow 1 hour 

minimum for SMARTS Field Trips to include a tour of our facility and hands-

on arts activities led by SMARTS Community Teaching Artists that may 

consist of SMARTS Rhythms drum circles or other activities in Visual Art, 

Music, Dance, Theater, or Creative Writing. SMARTS Field Trip activities are 

chosen based on the needs and interests of the students visiting and your 

organization’s goal for their arts exposure. To request a SMARTS Field Trip, 

please complete the SMARTS Event Request Form on our web site 

at www.smartsartschool.org/event-request.
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Youngstown Historical Center  
of Industry Labor 
151 West Wood Street 
Youngstown, OH 44503 
ohiohistory.org/youngstown 
Hours: Wednesday-Friday 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (or by appointment) 
Admission: $3 per student / adults & chaperones free 
 
Contact:  Dr. Marcelle Wilson 
  (330) 941 - 1314 
  mrwilson@ysu.edu 
 
Field Trip Information: 
 

A visit to our facility will promote an appreciation & understanding of the people, 

industries & organizations that helped shape our community, region, state & 

nation. Guided tour & select activities are available for all students, from 4th grade 

through 12th grade. We also have specialized programs for students with special 

needs & students on the Autism Spectrum. Typical School tours are broken down 

into two, 30 minute segments (see below) with an optional 15 minute introductory 

video of Youngstown & steel making played before the tour or activities.  

→30 minute guided tour— our regular tour takes groups of 15-20 through the 

exhibits as docents lead students on a tour of the museum & highlight the various 

elements required in the process to make iron & steel. Museum staff identify why 

steel production occurred in the Mahoning Valley, as well as discuss the role & 

importance of immigration & welfare capitalism to steel making.  

→30 minutes of hands-on activities—teachers may choose from the activities 

below.  We will divide students into small groups to accommodate the activities & 

tours.  (Choose one thirty minute program or two fifteen minute programs) 

          Company Store (30 minute program) 
• Hot Strip Rolling Mill Process (30 minute program) 
• Wood versus Steel (15 minute program) 
• Pattern Making/Sand Casting (20-30 minute program) 
• Safety in the Mill (15 minute program) 
• Primary & Secondary Sources (30 minute program) 
• Poetry in the Mills (30 minute program) 

 
Additionally, if no activities are required, a 45-60 minute tour can be adapted for students, 

please let the museum staff know ahead of time of your preference. Adjustments are 

available to suit your group’s needs & schedule.  
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Clarence R. Smith Mineral Museum 

Room 1201 (adjacent to the atrium) 
Moser Hall 
Youngstown State University 
One University Plaza 
Youngstown, OH 44555 
minerals.ysu.edu 
Facebook @CRSMineralMuseum 
Hours: Tuesday-Friday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Closed major holidays, university breaks, & summer 
 
Contact: Stefanie Hudzik, Museum Specialist 
  (330) 941-7454 
  sahudzik01@ysu.edu 
 
About: 
 
The Clarence R. Smith Mineral Museum features displays of over 450 unique 
and high-quality mineral specimens from around the world.  Included in the 
collection are fossils, meteorites, petrified wood, gemstones, cabochons, 
and a fluorescence display.  Admission is free. 
 
Field Trip Information: 
 
Groups are highly encouraged to call ahead and arrange a tour. Requests for 
tours outside regular open hours or during the summer will be considered 
but are not guaranteed. Field trips are customizable to fit any age range or 
specific interests and can be oriented around a variety of Earth science 
topics and state standards. Large groups are typically split up, with half 
spending time in the museum while the other half completes an Earth 
science activity and then switching. Check our website for up-to-date 
information regarding field trip programs offered. 
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John J. McDonough Museum of Art 

525 Wick Avenue 
Youngstown, OH 44502 
mcdonoughmuseum.org 
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Closed Sundays, Mondays, major holidays 
 
 
Contact: Angela DeLucia, Assistant to the Director 
  (330) 941-1400 
  adelucia@ysu.edu 
 
 
About: 
 
The John J. McDonough Museum of Art is the University Art Museum for 
YSU and the Valley’s premier Center for Contemporary Art. The McDonough 
features changing exhibitions, installations, performances and lectures by 
regional, national and international artists. It also functions as public 
outreach for the Cliffe College of Creative Arts and Communication and the 
Department of Art, exhibiting work by students, faculty, and alumni. 
 
 
Field Trip Information: 
 
At the McDonough field trips are typically presented for middle school 
through high school students, but all grade levels and age ranges are 
welcome. It is recommended that teachers call in advance to ensure the 
appropriate nature of the current exhibition for the age range of the 
students. Admission is free. 
 

. 
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Rose Melnick Medical Museum 

Displays throughout Cushwa Hall 
Youngstown State University 
One University Plaza 
Youngstown, OH 44555 
Melnick.ysu.edu 
http://www.youtube.com/user/MelnickMedicalMuseum 
 
Contact: Cassie Nespor, Curator 
  (330) 941-3487 
  clnespor@ysu.edu 
 
Mobile Presentations: 
 

The Melnick Medical Museum provides mobile presentations on a variety of 

medical history subjects. These presentations include real and replica artifacts 

related to the topic. The presentations can be done on the campus of YSU or in your 

classroom. Presentations are all free and around 45 minutes in length. The 

preferred group size is 30 or less. Please call or email to schedule a visit 

 19th Century Medicine: This presentation covers medical care in North East Ohio in the 
early 1800s including house calls, surgery, and the humoral theory. We talk about 
bleeding and purging and why those were the common treatment methods. There are a 
variety of medical artifacts and tools the students can touch. There is an optional 
medicine-making activity using mortars and pestles to prepare a tapeworm remedy 
from 1882. (This presentation can be adjusted for any age group.)  

 Civil War Medical Advancements: This presentation covers the context of healthcare in 
the mid-1800s and what doctors learned from the casualties of the Civil War. We talk 
about the creation of the tiered medical system in the military and examine a typical 
surgical kit from the time period. (This presentation is appropriate for middle school 
students and above.) 

 Polio and American Culture: This presentation covers the polio epidemics of the early 
20th century and the treatment methods used, including the Iron Lung. It also includes 
the history of the polio vaccines and their ties to Youngstown in the trials of the early 
1960s. It concludes with a brief look at the Disability Rights movement. (This 
presentation is appropriate for high school students and above.
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Ward Beecher Planetarium 

Ward Beecher Science Hall 
Room 2001 
Youngstown State University 
One University Plaza 
Youngstown, OH 44555 
www.wbplanetarium.org 
 
 
Contact: Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht, Planetarium Lecturer 
  (330) 941-3619 
  trstonewolbrecht@ysu.edu 
 
Field Trip Information: 
 

The Ward Beecher Planetarium offers a wide variety of programs tied to 
curriculum and aligned to such state standards as space science, Earth science, 
physical science, chemistry, biology and astronomy/history of astronomy 
(technology, scientific ways of knowing) for grades pre-school through high school 
and adults. New programs and topics are added continually. Programs may be 
presented live or recorded; most programs include a live segment on star and 
constellation identification. Student questions are encouraged. The best way to 
plan a field trip is to start with the Teacher’s Guide at 
www.wbplanetarium.org/teachers, which contains 
most of the information you need including a form to request a field trip. You may 
also email wbplanetarium@gmail.com or call (330)941-3619. Field trips are 
arranged on an individual basis. All programs are free and approximately one hour 
in length.  There is a preferred maximum of 80 students. 

 
Public Programs: 

The Planetarium offers public programs nearly every weekend at 8 p.m. on Fridays 

and Saturdays and 2 p.m. on Saturday afternoons; the matinee programs are 

geared for families and children. See the schedule at www.wbplanetarium.org and 

sign up on our mailing list to have a printed schedule sent to your home. All 

programs at the Ward Beecher Planetarium are free and open to the public.
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Facility Parking Information 
 

Please consider contacting each facility prior to your visit to inquire about the most appropriate parking situation for your specific needs. 

 
Butler Institute of American Art                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Free parking is available for cars and buses in the Butler’s own parking lot. 
 

Mahoning Valley Historical Society                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Please contact this facility to discuss parking options specific to your visit. 

 
Mill Creek MetroParks                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Please contact this facility to discuss parking options specific to your visit. 
 

OH WOW! The Roger and Gloria Jones Children’s Center for Science and Technology                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
For buses, there is a drop-off stop on Market Street along First National Bank; buses can be parked at the Covelli Centre. For cars, there are parking spots on 

Federal Street. 

SMARTS (Students Motivated by the Arts) 
SMARTS is a first floor, handicapped-accessible, secure facility with a curb cutout and 30-minute loading zone outside our main entrance. Public metered parking 

is available on nearby streets as well as public parking garages and lots. Find parking options here: https://www.parkme.com/youngstown-oh-parking 
 

Youngstown Historical Center                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Free parking is available for cars and buses in the Youngstown Historical Center’s own parking lot. 

Youngstown State University Facilities: 
Clarence R. Smith Mineral Museum, John J. McDonough Art Museum, Rose Melnick Medical Museum, Ward Beecher Planetarium 

 
Buses:  For the mineral and medical museums and the planetarium, instruct bus drivers to travel westbound on Lincoln Avenue and drop off in front of your 

destination. For the art museum, instruct bus drivers to travel southbound on Wick Avenue and drop off in front of the museum. These areas may also be 
used for picking up your group.  Buses are able to circle around campus and park by the stadium scoreboard. 

Cars:  Public metered parking is available on Lincoln Avenue at a rate of $1.50/hour and the parking deck on Wick Avenue is available for a daily rate of 
$5/vehicle. The John J. McDonough Art Museum has two designated spots for cars in front of the museum.  

General questions about campus parking lots or decks can be directed to YSU’s Parking Services at (330) 941-3546.  For questions about the parking meters 
around campus, please contact the City of Youngstown’s Traffic Engineering Department at (330) 742-8890. 
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Lunch Options 
Below are some suggestions of dining establishments on or near the campus of YSU as well as around the downtown area.  Calling ahead to 

verify menus, special dietary options, operating hours, seating options, and availability to serve large groups is highly recommended.  
 

YSU Campus Dining Establishments (Located in Kilcawley Center) 
 

Hissho Sushi (330) 941-2278 Daily-prepared fresh sushi 

Dunkin’ Donuts 
(330) 941-2191 

Donuts, sandwiches, coffee, frozen beverages 

Melt Lab Grilled cheese sandwiches 

Jamba Juice (330) 941-2919 Smoothies 

The Den 

(330) 941-3389 

Sandwiches, burgers, salads and more from Denny’s 

Chop’d and Wrap’d Fresh salads and wraps 

2.Mato Pizza, flatbreads, pasta, calzones, strombolis 

Chick-fil-A (330) 941-3709 Chicken sandwiches 

Wendy’s (330) 743-2953 Cheeseburgers, salads, chicken sandwiches, chili, frosty shakes 

There are also cafés in Cushwa Hall, Williamson Hall, and Maag Library.  All campus locations accept cash AND credit card. 
Questions about reserving a space to eat packed lunches should be directed to Kilcawley Center at (330) 941-3571. Other questions can be 

directed to the Food Service Director at (330) 941-2925. 
 

Dining Establishments in the Downtown Youngstown Area 

Barnes and Noble Café (330) 318-3331 300 5th Avenue 

Charlie Staples BBQ (330) 743-7427 372 W. Rayen Avenue 

Collections Café (330) 746-9779 542 Wick Avenue (inside the Butler Institute of American Art) 

Hot Head Burritos (330) 480-0847 315 Elm Street 

Jimmy John’s Gourmet Sandwiches (330) 743-4000 311 Lincoln Avenue 

McDonald’s (330) 743-6112 570 5th Avenue 

Pizza Joe’s (330) 746-4290 20 W. Federal Street 

Pressed Coffee Bar and Eatery (330) 746-8030 215 Lincoln Avenue  

Republic Pizzeria E Pub (330) 781-5611 133 Lincoln Avenue 

Stone Fruit Coffee Co. (330) 509-0206 131 Lincoln Avenue 

Subway (330) 746-3924 210 W. Rayen Avenue 

Cassese’s MVR (330) 746-7067 410 N. Walnut Street 
 


